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SOLDIERS of FORTUNE 

faT THE END OF THE NINE- 
4m TEENTH CENTURY, ROBERT 
CLAY, CIVIL ENGINEER AND 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, WAS 
SENT BY A NEW YORK FIRM TO 
SOUTH AMERICA WITH ORDERS 
TO OPEN AND OPERA TE IRON 
MINES. 

CLAY SOON FOUND HIS 
INTERESTS— AND HIS LIFE-- 
MENACED BY A BLAZING 
NATIVE REVOLUTION. 



CLASSICS OlLubuiled 

/N HIS OFFICE ONE EVENING, 
CLAY AND TWO ASSISTANTS} 

WILLIAMS AND TED 
LANGHAM, SON OF THE MINES' L 
OWN EH, WERE DISCUSSING THE I 
EXPECTED VISIT OF THE cr-yl 
LANGHAM FAMILY. S 3-1 

They were interrupted by the sound of hoofs 

HERE COMES 
GENERAL MENDOZA. 
I WONDER WHAT'S 



SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 

LAY RECEIVED HIS VISITOR YES, WE HOPE TO INCREASE 
OUR OUTPUT TO TWENTY 
THOUSAND TONS A MONTH, 
WHEN OUR SHIPPING FACIL- . 
ITIES ARE IN BETTER SHAPE. 

^COUNTRY 
ONLY GETS TEN PER 
CENT AS ITS SHARE 
OF THE PROFITS. 

TIME BEFORE WE REAL¬ 
IZE ANYTHING ON OUR 
MILLION DOLLAR 
INVESTMENTjp^Mg 

OPPOSITION*, OF WHICH I All/ 
NOT SATISFIED WITH THE M 
PRESIDENT ALVAREZ HAS 
DISPOSED OF THESE GREAT 
IRON DEPOSITS. IT IS A 

SHAMEFUL BARGAIN. 

‘The political party opposed : 
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f 1 SEE, GENERAL. SO YOU W EXACTLY/ I FIND THE ' 1 THAT HAS ALL BEEN CHANGED. 

ARE NOT HAPPY ABOUT □ PEOPLE COMPLAINING OF ' . GENERAL,SINCE MY ARRIVAL 
THE WAY THINGS HAVE B THE RAILROAD ACROSS ■' THE SOLDIERS WERE NEVER 

BEEN GOING. 1 THEIR LAND. I FIND > PAID BY THEIR OWN SOVERN- 
L__r-—-M FIFTEEN HUNDRED mi MENT. THEY ARE NOW BEING 
KfiB \\ ■/' ‘ Jl SOLDIERS TURNED INTO ■ AMPLY REPAID FOR THEIR 
Em \ UKii laborers, i find That ■ services. 

§j| mWh 
"general MENDOZA, LET'S I PLEDGE YOU 
GET T0 THE POINT. IF I WERE MY WORD AS [Y0UGENERAUsTmu? TO*LEAVE TME J 
DOLLARS TO YOUR ACCOUNT THERE WOULD 
IN THE VALENCIA BANK, pO BE NO INTER- 
YOU THINK THE OPPOSITION FERENCE BY 
WOULD OBJECT TO THE MY PARTY. 

MINES ? -If 
j > ■ • I 

\ W'&jg 
■■■ 1 ./ LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING, 

GENERAL. IF YOU INTERFERE WITH OUR 
m CONCEDED RIGHTS, I'LL HAVE A MAN- 

1, ii j-| mmm of-war down 
f/3P® here AND SHE'LL 

T 111 tetir a BLOW YOU ALL 
fif.1 l BACK UP INTO 
a IV J Wr~r-% *>»■ THE MOUNTAINS 
1 N0W Y0U CAN G0/ 
! fP — 

■K? H 1 

\ U 



TWO MONTHS FROM NOW, THERE WILL Efc A NEW 
GOVERNMENT AND A NEW PRESIDENT, AND THE MIN 
WILL HAVE A NEW DIRECTOR. I HAVE TRIED TO BE 
YOUR FRIEND, CLAY. SEE HOW YOU LIKE BEING M' 

s-K^JMMMr^MENEMY. GOODNIGHT, GENTLEM 

I'M COUNTING ON OUR FIFTEEN HUN¬ 
DRED SOLDIER-LABORERS TO PROTECT 
OUR INTERESTS IN CASE OF TROUBLE. 
IF I COULD ONLY FIND A WAY OF SUP¬ 
PLYING THEM WITH ARMS, WE'D HAVE 
NOTHING TO FEAR FROM A DOZEN 

-1 REVOLUTIONS 

THAT'S IF ALVAREZ DOESN'T BEAT HIM TO 
THE PUNCH AND FULFILL HIS OWN 
AMBITION TO BE DICTATOR. LOOKS LIKE 
WE’RE SITTING ON A POWDER KEG THAT 
MIGHT BLOW THE MINES AND THE REST 

OF US TO SMITHEREENS. 

Several days later, mr langham\ 
AND HIS TWO DAUGHTERS, ALICE AND 
HOPE, ARRIVED. THE MEN SET OUT IN 
A LAUNCH TO MEET THEM . 

THERE THEY ARE, IN 
THE BOW. THAT'S 
HOPE WAVING. HOPE/ 

HELLO, HOPE/HELLO/ 
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They let young langham up the gangway first. On THE RETURN YES, MISS LANGHAM 
TRIP, CLAY SAT ■ I'VE BEEN LOOKING 

NEXT TO ALICE ■ FORWARD TO YOUR 
LANGHAM. B VISIT. 

Ifll 
ITS BEEN A YEAR p }/ 

SINCE I MET YOU 
at our party i n 

^pHE FOLLOWING EVENING, CLAY AND MCWILLIAMS JBM 
m i i called on the langhams at their new home, BBl 

WHICH HAD BEEN NAMED THE PALMS. JB 
y<\// ^ ^er—— 

I SEE YOU APPRECIATE THE 1 

AFRAID YOU WOULD EXCLAIM TOLD ME N 
ABOUT IT AND SAY IT WAS H ONCE YOU [ Rl 
FINE. OR CHARMING, OR U| KNEW ME H, 

SOMETHING. SO WELL J Yi 

DON'T KNOW } f YES, BUT YOU HADN'T SEEN 
DU SO WELL M E FOR TWENTY - TWO 
OW. YOU MUST YEARS THEN. TED WROTE 
EMEMBER.I ME ABOUT THE WAY YOU 
AVEN'T SEEN WORK ALL DAY AT THE 
OU FOR A MINES, AND SIT UP ALL NIGHT 

YEAR. OVER CALCULATIONS AND 
-' PLANS. BUT YOU DON'T 

SHOW IT. 

t&Mi 







SOLDIERS Of FORTUNE 
MME. ALVAREZ CONDUCTED THE TWO^ 

YOUNG WOMEN THROUGH THE 
STATE DRAWING ROOMS. 

f THESE ARE VICTORIOUS 1 JtW Jl 
GENERALS AND ASSAS- _-<i I 
SINATED PRESIDENTS. 1 

La ter, on the terrace; the president 
CALLED TO A YOUNG MAN WHO WAS ADJUSTING 
-1 AN ENGLISH SADDLE, j- 

f THIS IS CAPTAIN STUART OF MY HOUSEHOLD ^ 
1 TROOPS, LATE OF THE GOROON HIGHLANDERS^) 

ffc 





SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 

IY WENT UP THE HILL TO JOIN MISTER LANSHAM, KING AND ALICE. AS THEY 
WERE ABOUT TO LEAVE, HOPE APPEARED RADIANT AND SMILING. 
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DOESN'T < IOW YOU'RE 

AGE,AND 

ALL THE TIME. MARIE 
MADE THIS FROCK FOR 

riff we on 
U I PURPOSE. 

I DON'T MIND, IF YOU DON'T 
WISH IT, FATHER . GOODNIGHT. 

CEAPPEALED TO MR. LANGHAM. HE MADE HIS 
DECISION FIRMLY, BUT KINDLY. 

THE BALL, CLAY DANCED WITH ALICE,BUT HEc 
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IN HOUR LATER, BACK IN THE PRESIDENT'S 
PALACE, CLA Y SAIN ALICE AND HEP FA THEN 

WAITING FOR THEIR CARRIAGE. 

TO HIM. 
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As THE CARRIAGE LEFT 
CLAY CALLED OUT TO yi 
stuart. . . 

I FEW MINUTES L A TER 

15 THE TROOPER RODE AWAY. 



f3Wak/ngws1 
WAY TO THE 
STATUE OF 

BOUVAR,CLAY 
SAT ON THE 

\ STEPS AND 
WTA CIGAR. 

ALVAREZ AND MYSELF, 
AS WELL AS LANG HAM 



I WISH I COULD PROVE IT. BUT EVEN 1 
IF I COULD, WE ARE NOT STRONG ENOUGH 
TO FIGHT HIM. HIS TROOPS ARE NOW 
POURING INTO THE CITY FOR THE ANNUALJ 

When stuart left, clay 





CLASSICS 91UUU 

Clay rose and strode across the 
ROOM\ KEEPING HIMSELF BETWEEN THE 
STRANGER AND THE DOOR. 

COME OVER HERE, BOYS. I WANT YOU 
TO MEET CAPTAIN BURKE, A MAN WHO 
ARRANGES REVOLUTIONS FOR A LIVING. 
HE SELLS FIREARMS, YOU SEE. WHEN¬ 
EVER THERE’S TROUBLE BREWING, 
-s^-apjryrou'LL find burke. 

THE CAPTAIN IS HEKt NOW, NO UUUt 
BRINGING SUPPLIES TO MENDOZA. HE 
GOING TO TELL US ALL HE KNOWS ■ 
ABOUT THE PRESENT CRISIS. J 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING NOW? 



THE SANTIAGO LEAVES HERE SATURDAY FOR 
NEW YORK. I'LL ENGAGE YOUR PASSAGE. 
IN THE MEANTIME, CAPTAIN STUART HERE 
WILL SEE THAT THEY TREAT YOU ra 
WELL AT THE LOCAL JAIL. I- 

HOW LONG DID YOU ] 
EXPECT TO STAY 

HERE?_J 

THERE'S AN AMERICAN WARSHIP LYING IN 
THE HARBOR OF TRUXILLO. I COULD SEND 

OUR CONSUL A REQUEST TO HAVE 
HER ANCHOR HERE TO PROTECT AMERICAN 





DO YOU THINK 
SHE IS IN 
DANGER? 

MY INTERESTS LIE WITH THE MINES. 
I CANNOT DO ANYTHING UNTIL HE 

INTERFERES WITH ME OR THE MEN AT 
THE MINES. ALVAREZ IS THE MAN WH< 
SHOULD STOP HIM, BUT HE'S AFRAID. HI 
LETS HIS WIFE FIGHT FOR HIM. ■■ Mm 





7 TOOK OUT MY GUN AND WALKED TO 
/ THE DOOR, JUST AS A BIT OF PAPER 
CAME FLUTTERING OUT OF BURKE'S 

f STEPPED BACK INTO THE CAFE AND 
WA TCHED HIM. HE WAS STANDING DIRECTLY 
UNDER THE WINDOW OF BURKE'S CELL. 

PHE FELLOW WAS GAME, THOUGH. HE 
PICKED UP THE PAPER AND STARTED 

TO CHEW IT. 
> THE GUARD STAMPED HIS FOOT ON IT, 
I RUSHED OUT AND DEMANDED 
SURRENDER OF THE PAPER. 
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"I POSTED THREE GUARDS. FOR I THINK 
MORE THAN THAT NUMBER MIGHT ATTRACT 
ATTENTION AND THEY MIGHT BE SEEN 
FROM THE ORE-TRAINS' 

" T HIT HIM ON THE CHIN WITH MY LEFT FIST, DROPPED 
1 ON HIM WITH BOTH KNEES. AND CHOKED HIM TILL 

I MADE HIM SPIT OUT THE PAPER 

r WE PUT HIM IN ONE OF THE 11 
CELLS. STUART HAS THE PAPER. ■ 

l HE'LL TELL YOU THE REST. J 

WSSsMtep- H 
1LLLLLLLLLH1 



STUART, ASSEMBLE YOUR KING, GET SOME OF THE 
MEN FROM YOUR YACHT. 
STAY HERE WITH THEM 
AND SEE THAT THE WOMEN 

ARE PROTECTED.J 

HAVE THE MEN GET A LOCOMOTIVE AND A 
tSSENGER CAR, AND WE'LL MAKE A RUN FR' 

THIS END* 

IT WILL BE UP TO US THREE 1 
■ TO CAPTURE THE AMMUNITION F 
■ AND RIFLES AT THE OLD FORT. I 
'^■bHEREIS my PLAN, j— 

■ ygd] 

s&kir/’iu VCD(frr/f 

PkiM ctJ jirjN 

rn jW 

Y 
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LAY DICTATED A WIRE TO KIRKLAND. At TEN O'CLOCK MAC williams ran a locomo¬ 
tive WITH A SINGLE PASSENGER CAR TO A POII 
WHERE TEN OF KING'S CREW WERE WAITING. 

OF THE AMERICAN WORKMEN 
AS YOU CAN TRUST TO KEEP 
jr",‘y \ silent- 

*LAY LED THEM CLOSE TO THE OLD FORT AND 
* MOTIONED THEM TO SIT DOWN. I'M SURE KIRKLAND IS THERE 

iLREADY. HE HAD A SHORTER 
UN THAN OURS. I CAN COUNT 
^-1 ON HIMBM| 



FEW MINUTES LATER, THE SENTRIES fAC WILLIAMS RETURNED IN TWENTY 
MINUTES. 

AU FEW MINUTES LATEff, rMt StN fnlto 
0% WERE CAPTURED AND PLACED UNDER 
GUARD. THEN THE FIREARMS WERE LOADED 
ON THE FLAT CARS BROUGHT BY KIRKLAND. * Ml bUNb Ant IHtNt, ALL HIGH I, Ar 

THERE ARE ONLY THREE SENTRIES 
GUARDING THEM. IT'S TOO EASY. 

AS THE TRAINS 
M PARTED, A 
RAIN OF BULLETS 
SPLATTERED THE 

LOCOMOTIVE. 
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THE FOLLOWING MORNING, CLAY WROTE f AN ORDER TO KIRKLAND. 

KING, HAVE YOUR YACI 
TO PUT TO SEA AT AN 
YOU, TED, BRING THE 
BEST HORSES IN THE 

GET YOUR CLOTHING 
PACKED, READY TO BE 
TAKEN ABOARD THE 
YACHT IF NECESSARY 

OH, THAT'S ALWAYS THE WAY. I MISS 
EVERYTHING. I THINK I'LL COME, ANY¬ 
HOW. I’LL GO WITH THE SERVANTS, 

DISGUISED IN A TURBAN. 
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WE SHOULD STAY NEAR THE STATE 
CARRIAGE. THERE IS LITTLE WE CAN 
DO FOR ALVAREZ, BUT PERHAPS WE 

*—yi CAN HELP HIS WIFE, j-p—< 

'LAY GALLOPED TO HER SIDE. 
MISTAKEN, 
LANGHAM II 

I ASKED YOU 
NOT TO COME. SHE CAN HAVE BETTER 

PROTECTION. , 

AS THEY 
r% TROTTED 
BACK TO THE 

CARRIAGE,,A 
TREMENDOUS 

YELL 
ANNOUNCED 
THE ARRIVAL 
OF MENDOZA. 
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VOLLEY FROM THE MEN BELOW RANG 
OUT AND STUART DROPPED BACK INTO 

THE ARMS OF HIS FRIEND. 
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Though shaken with grief, clay put 
STUART'S BODY ON A COUCH AND RAN TO 

THE AID OF THE WOMEN. 

STUART’S MEN HAVE KILLED.HIM. THEY 
ARE SUPPORTING MENDOZA. COME,WE 

WILL HAVE TO RUN FOR OUR LIVES. 

THEYREACHEDsTHE WAITING 1- 
/ CARRIAGE SAFELY, AND BEGAN / 1 
A LONG RACE TO THE SEA. \/ ^ 

M^-%T 

THEY KILLED STUART BEFORE HE REALLY " 
UNDERSTOOD WHAT THEY MEANT TO DO. I 
WONDER IF HE KNOWS THAT HE DIED IN MY 

f HIS WAS THE ] f THAT'S WHAT I WANTED 1 
GENTLEST SOUL TO SAY. WE WILL LET 
I EVER KNEW. J THAT BE HIS EPITAPH. J 

mk %'{M 
¥-.m 





FIRED BACK. 

HOPE'S ALL RIGHT. I HAVEN’T 
SEEN A SHOT WITHIN A 
HUNDRED YARDS OP HER YET 

I SHE SPOKE, THEY SAW THE CARRIAGE 
PLUNGING TOWARD THEM AT TOP SPEED. 

THAT'S 
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/T WAS A LITTLE AFTER SEVEN 
THE FOLLOWING MORNING WHEN , 

THE COMBINED TROOPS, LED BY A 
CLAY, ENTERED THE TOWN. /[ 

}ROJAS/ 

iROJAS/ 

THE THEATRE NATIONAL FACES THE PALACE 
FROM THE OPPOSITE CORNER OF THIS STREET. 
MAKE YOUR WAY TO THE ROOF AND PICK OFF 

THE MEN AT THE CANNON. 

f MENDOZA HAS THE PALACE COMPLETELY 
BARRICADED AND HE HAS A CANNON 
COVERING THE STREET. HE'S PROBABLY 
WAITING FOR YOU TO GET CLOSER BE- 

| FORE HE HAS HIS MEN FIRE. 

jit 



<E PICKED DETACHMENT PROCEEDED TV 
THE THEATRE THROUGH A SHOWER OF 

BULLETS FROM THE PALACE. 

WHEN YOU HAVE DRIVEN THEM OFF, 
Wfe’LL CHARGE THE GATES AND HAVE 
OUT WITH THEM ON THE PALACE 
GROUNDS. ROJAS' MEN WILL ATTACK 
_FROM THE REAR. 

From the 
ROOF, THE MEN 

TRAINED 
THEIR RIFLES 

ON THE 
PALACE AND 
SILENCED 

THE CANNON. 

NE OF CLAY'S MEN THEN FASTENED A 
DYNAMITE CHARGE TO THE PALACE GATE 

POSTS AND LIT THE FUSE. 





MENDOZA POINTED Hi 
m REVOLVER. THEN A 
SHOT RANG OUT FROM 

BEHIND CLAY. 

HEART, I KNOW THE i 
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LONG LIVE 
PRESIDENT 

TAKE THE MEN BACK TO THE MINES AND LET 
THEM CELEBRATE THERE IF THEY WANT TO. 
THEY SHALL HAVE THEIR REWARD LATER. 
BETWEEN ROJAS AND MISTER LANGHAM,THEY 

SHOULD ALL BE RICH MEN. 

I THANK YOU, GENTLEMEN. BUT MY ONLY 
AMBITION WAS TO SAFEGUARD AMERICAN 
INTERESTS. YOU HAVE A GOOD MAN IN 
GENERAL ROJAS. HE WILL MAKE YOU A 
GOOD PRESIDENT. AND SERVE YOU WELL 

AND JUSTLY. 
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t/ING JOINED THEM ON THE TRIP, 
f \ HAVING PLACED HIS YACHT AT 
THE DISPOSAL OF MME ALVAREZ. 

I'VE SEEN TOO MUCH 
OF IT ALREADY. 

DO YOU WANT TO GO? 

IQLAY AND HOPE WENT OUT ON THE DECK. 

If THEY PASSED THE LIGHTED WHEELHOUSE, 
I THEY HEARD THE MEASURED CRY OF THE 

LOOKOUT, ngy-Ufa.." " I 



RICHARD HARDING DAVIS 

Richard harding davis, the most 
famous reporter of his generation, was 

born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on April 
IS, 1864. He was plunged into a literary 
atmosphere from birth, since his father whs 
the editor of a Philadelphia newspaper and 
his mother was one of the leading women 
novelists of the day. 

Davis was- twenty-two years old when he W1 
decided he would follow the parental patte 
and live by the word. He began by worki 
for various Philadelphia newspapers and, 
1889, had his first big story 
when he reported the 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, 
flood disaster. 

As time passed, Davis 
left the Pennsylvania area 

around the country and 
around the world. After 

Africa, the Spanish War in Cuba, the Russo- 
Japanese War and World War I, 

in seven volumes. These were Cuba in War 
Time, A Year itom a Reporter’s Notebook, 
The Cuban and Puerto Rican Campaign, 
With Both Armies in South Africa, Notes of 
a War Correspondent, With the Allies, and 

he knew a good story w 

of the western United 
States, he published, in 
1892, The West from a Car 
Window. He spent several 

?n he had one. But 
to accentuate the 

the startling 
atic. This was 

When Davis entered the 
field of popular fiction, he 
was still being, basically, a 
reporter. His stories and 

‘ very e: 

South America that Da\ 
about native conditions and Ar 
ences that appears in Soldiers of Forti 
other of his works. 

and very readable, but they 
did not go beyond the sur¬ 
face of human problems.' 

From 1890 on, Davis 
wrote and published nearly 
eighty short stories. He also 

>/ the Mediterranean, most of which were the best sellers of their 
uring these early years period. They had the excitement, the &11- 
and the Canal Zone. It good heroes, the all-bad villains and the 

found material popular -in those days. The most popular of 
in influ- the novels was Soldiers of Fortune. Other 

novels were The King’s Jackal, Captain 
Macklin, The Bar Sinister, Vera the Medium, 

is like le heroes and The White Mice. 
ought o wrote more than twenty-five 

plays, most of which were highly successful. 
Here, too, he was primarily a popular jour¬ 
nalist, writing vividly and well, but with an 
eye to "what his public wanted. 

Davis died suddenly at his home at Mount 
Kisco, New York, on April 11, 1916. 
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